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Dear Friends of Central: 
 

Christmas, it is a wonderful time of year!  For many of us it might even be our favorite 
season.  It is a time of great joy, a time for family, friends, relaxation, parties, and a whole 
lot more.   
 

We have all heard, though, the phrase “remember the reason for the season.”  And that is 
very important.  We need to remember why we gather, in whose honor we come together, 
why we have the season of Christmas in the first place.  But just as important as remem-
bering “the reason for the season” is to prepare ourselves for the reason.   
 

Christ’s birth and coming into the world is at the center of the Christmas season, but it 
isn’t something we should just passively await.  No, let us rather prepare to celebrate His 
birthday by preparing Him room in our hearts, and by doing this, we will be able to cele-
brate the season with even more joy!  
                                                     God Bless, 
 
 
       Fr. David Whiteford, DCC Faculty 



During the Senior Awards Ceremony held in the audi-
torium following the Graduation Mass the evening of 
June 2, 2018, seven alumni scholarships were present-
ed to direct descendants of Central alumni by the 
alumni association.  Each of these seniors met the re-
quirements, which included providing a 250 word es-
say on 'the value of the Catholic education received at 
Central.’ (Front seated) Brenna Engle and Anastasia 
Tarcson; (middle row) Marcia Belin Muir, officer of 
the alumni association, seniors Madison Nasuti and 
Carolyn Sette, and Joyce Taylor, Director of Commu-
nications/Alumni; (top row) Thomas Grecco, Alexan-
der Adamski and Kyle Fitzpatrick.   

CCHS-DCC Alumni Association Awards Seven Scholarships  

Because of the generosity and support of alumni in paying their dues, these scholarships were made pos-
sible, according to association officer Marcia Belin Muir (Class of 1965) and Joyce Bernardo Taylor 
(Class of 1966) of DCC's Communications & Alumni Office who were this year's presenters.  

Being ordained a Student Eucharistic Minister as a senior and 
being involved in Campus Ministry have had a major positive 

impact on my life. Knowing that God was able to touch my life 
and use me as an instrument to spread his message brings me 

profound joy, a joy I would have never been able to experience 
if not for DCC! 

Being a faith-based school means that we can pray each 
morning to start the day and even before every sports 
match!  It’s a blessing to have God in our everyday lives. 

I am very thankful for the faith and religion my 
parents and DuBois Central Catholic have 

brought to my life and the opportunity to be a 
graduate of DuBois Central Catholic.  

The Catholic school has planted the seeds of faith and 
knowledge within me...I will continue to help them grow 
throughout the rest of my life.  

In my 15 years (starting at age 3), I have learned English, math, 
history, psychology, world cultures, government, economics, 
Spanish, theology, biology, chemistry, medical technology, phys-
ics, anatomy and the arts. On top of the plethora of classes, eve-
ry teacher I have encountered has been nothing but support-
ive….but what I really learned here is how to be a good person! 

I will be going into the world with unwavering faith, an im-
pressive education, and a passion for helping others.  All 

of these new traits can be accredited to my soon-to-be 
alma mater, DuBois Central Catholic! 

Going to Central with all the opportunities it has 
given me through extra-curricular activities has 

given me the chance to gain leadership skills! 

Not only has Cen-
tral given me a 

stellar education, 
it has strengthened 

my relationship 
with God. Central 
is devoted to im-

proving the lives of 
their students 
through faith.  

Participating in the Passion 
Play  as a middle school stu-
dent and having the opportuni-
ty to present it to our families, 
fellow students and the resi-
dents of Christ the King Man-
or is something I will always  
remember as it provided the 
beginning of (my) understand-
ing  the Passion of Jesus. 

The faithful and familial atmosphere of this 
school is created through interactive rela-
tionships among the faculty, students, and 

the community.  With required service 
hours, we are urged to serve the community 

around us as well as worldwide.   

The education I received at Central taught me more 
about my own faith as well as other worldly ones … 
through our World Religions course my senior year. 

Central allows the student body to partici-
pate in ample religious and communal 

activities.   It teaches much more than just 
what’s in the books...and applies (it) 

 to daily life.   

***Quotes from the Essays*** 
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Sarah Dikum (far left back row), a math teacher for the Peace Corps, poses with the 8th grade ‘pen pals’ from DuBois 
Central Catholic Middle School that have partnered with her math students in Tanzania, South Africa.   

Central students are holding what their counterparts in Tanzania made for them.  

     Establishing ‘pen pals’ with students in a village in Tanzania began about 18 months ago for students at 
DuBois Central Catholic Middle School.  The journey began when Sarah Dikum, a Peace Corps volunteer 
and relative of a DCC student, visited Central to speak about her upcoming adventure as a math teacher in a 
small village along the coast of South Africa.   
      

     As Dikum explained to the students in her first presentation, after graduating college with a solid back-
ground in math and science, she chose not to enter the corporate world because she felt a calling and a higher-
purpose in life, which could be achieved through serving in the Peace Corps. After extensive training, Dikum 
soon began teaching math in a small village in Tanzania, along the coast of the Indian Ocean.   With much 
enthusiasm, she will soon be completing her second year in the Peace Corps and has already applied for a 
third year serving in this tiny village, according to Tara Kramer, social studies teacher at DCC who is coordi-
nating this pen-pal effort.  
  

     “Expanding student understanding of other cultures is always a goal in my social studies classes,” says 
Kramer.  While studying South Africa and Tanzania specifically, she began working with her then 7th graders 
to each complete a small poster, one that could be easily mailed to the students of Dikum.  The assigned topic 
was All About Me, asking students to use their creativity in sharing who they are by way of photos, words, 
symbols and signs.  
 

      Thanks to Dikum’s aunt, Elaine Jacob who also assists in Central’s elementary library, the small posters 
finally reached the students in Tanzania.   In response, Dikum’s students created small posters themselves us-
ing the same topic for their ‘pen pals’ here at Central.  Recently, Dikum returned to Central for another 
presentation and brought with her the pen pal posters created by her students for their American counterparts 
here at DCC. What an eye-opening experience this activity has been for Central’s students.  
 

     According to Kramer, this pen pal project has brought culture awareness to a new level, one that is both 
personal and meaningful.   And the students seem to agree. “It was cool seeing what they like doing, such as 
digging, which is their term for farming,” said Katelyn Smith.  Sophie Mangiantini explained, “It was very 
informative to learn how little English our pen pals knew and how much they have now learned; I now realize 
how nice and kind they really are.” “I thought my pen pal was cool…it was interesting to see we had sports in 
common,” added Ally Naomi-Dinger. 
 

     The next pen-pal project, A Day in the Life, will find students at Central and Tanzania logging an entire 

day’s activities from getting up in the morning to bed at night.  “This cultural exchange might be even more 
enlightening than the first, showing students here in the states just how fortunate and blessed we really are,” 
concludes Kramer.  
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Cultural Awareness Through Pen Pals 



Gab Squad Sends a Positive Message 

DuBois Central Catholic Elementary students began the 
school year with a lively presentation by the Gab Squad, 

which is based in Pittsburgh, on the topic of bullying  
awareness and how to address it.   

The workshop took place in the school’s gym 
for students in Kindergarten through Grade 5 
along with their teachers.  The event was in-
teractive between performer Gab Bonesso and 
DCC students who carefully listened to the 
age-appropriate message and enjoyed the con-
nection Gab established through her personal 
stories, music and even dancing, too! 
 

For the past six years, Gab has been an anti-
bullying advocate, performer, and writer/
comedian who gives an amazing one-woman  
performance that uses creativity and music as 
a teaching tool.  
 

Gab Squad has been honored with 'Best in the 
Burgh' in 2012-2018, plus the recipient of 
many other accolades.  With such an empow-
ering, positive message, DCC was pleased to 
bring this one woman show to the students, 
according to Principal Carol Bernat, who 
spearheaded the event. 

DCC 5th graders used a variety of foam shapes to 
create a structure as fellow classmates provided the 
support using a base, their own arms and a red band 
to provide stability. Utilizing hands-on activities to 
teach basic engineering concepts helps DuBois Cen-
tral Catholic meet the diocesan mandate to feature 
real world experiences in achieving STREAM in the 
curriculum: Science, Technology, Religion, Engi-
neering, Arts, and Math.  

Cubelets Introduce Robotics Concept 
 

Students in the primary grades at DuBois Central Catholic Ele-
mentary are learning about basic robotics using Cubelets, an in-
teractive robotics system for young learners to construct various 
robotic functions using multiple ‘cubes.’  Students were excited 
to see how the Cubelets can sense light, move and even spin 
when connected correctly.  This hands-on lesson was presented 
to all DCC first and second graders by Sarah Winslow, Elemen-
tary Technology Teacher, and Stacey Truman, Act 89 instructor. 
Winslow adds, “Older elementary students will be experiencing 
the Scribbler robots to learn higher-level coding concepts and to 
strengthen their analyzing skills.”  

Elementary Students Experiment with Foam Shapes 
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The Student Council of DuBois Central Catholic 
High School has been staging a United Way 

Day for the past 40 years, keeping this tradition 
alive since 1978 of raising much-needed funds 

for the local campaign. 
 

Held the final day of each year’s Spirit Week, 
the event includes a wide range of games, com-

petitions, and activities along with a picnic 
lunch … all organized by members of the Stu-

dent Council.  In the morning, a lip sync assem-
bly in the auditorium with grades 6 through 12 
each performing a skit based on a class theme 

provides an entertaining, lively way to open the 
day’s festivities.  Even the elementary grades 

enjoy a dress-down day with monies donated to 
the United Way Day effort! 

 
What is the goal of DCC’s United Way Day?  

 

Challenging students to be aware of the mis-
sion of the United Way in helping others is one 
goal…and promoting school spirit is another 

positive outcome of this yearly event. 

Central Hosts 40th Annual United Way Day 
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     Cells come together to form tissues, and tissues come together to form organs.  
Laminin, a protein, is essentially what ’glues’ the cells of the body to a foundation 
of connective tissues just as God holds us together in life.  For certain, form follows 
function in the study of anatomy and physiology as these DCC students share their 
views on the structure of laminin in the shape of a cross, which was part of a three 
segment assignment in Central’s Anatomy & Physiology course. 

Anatomy and Physiology Students Discuss  
How Science and God Are Compatible!  

DCC instructor Dr. Amy Way explains, “One of my goals this semester is to 
incorporate our Catholic faith into the teaching of anatomy and physiology. I 
have been impressed with not only the dedication that my students are demon-
strating as they learn concepts in anatomy and physiology, but also with their 

ability to think critically about concepts that integrate science and faith. 

 

“I like the idea of it. The sym-
bolism behind it is great, alt-
hough I believe it was only 
formed like that to complete its 
function. I think, just like St. 
Patrick and the clover, it was a 
way to make God more relata-
ble.” 
      Leyton Mangiatini 12th Grade 

“I am a firm believer that God’s 
work and presence is shown 
through all aspects of life, in-
cluding the body. I do think that 
is, however, coincidental that it 
is in fact shaped like a cross, but 
nonetheless, I believe that God 
works in mysterious ways and 
anything is possible. Overall I 
think Louie Giglio’s theory can-
not be 100% proven, but it 
shows his Faith in God, and how 
he ties religion in with his life.” 
             Rachel Miller, 11th Grade 

“I personally find Louie Giglio’s belief very interesting. I 
believe that God definitely holds us all together, much 
like the laminin. In this specific case, however, I believe 
the connection is purely coincidental. I believe God’s 
word is accurate, but I do not personally believe that the 
structure of laminin is evidence of that accuracy.” 
                                                        Dylan Foster, 11th Grade 

New Science Room Tables Equipped with  
Individual Whiteboards  

The twenty-one students enrolled in Anatomy & Physiology at 
DuBois Central Catholic High School recently used white-
boards now attached to their science room tables to collaborate 
on methods to remember the more difficult terms used to de-
scribe parts of the body. Each table of students was given three 
different anatomy terms to develop a memory technique to share 
with fellow classmates, with some interesting and creative out-
comes.  Dr. Amy Way adds, “Our science room tables with at-
tached whiteboards, made possible through DCC’s ‘classrooms 
of the future’ initiative, provide another feature to keep students 
engaged in learning.” 
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The  2018 alumni games, organized by 
Dom Varacallo (2008), head boys' coach, 
and Jordan Hoover (2005), head girls' 
coach, brought together players from a va-
riety of years for an evening of fun while 
supporting Central’s athletic program.  Ac-
cording to the coaches, all levels of dona-
tions were welcomed in support of Cardi-
nal athletics, and the alumni reception af-
terwards provided a fun way for all alumni 
and spouses to end another successful 
event. 

Alumni Gather Yearly for “Black Friday” Basketball Games   

DCC’s Annual “Black Friday Alumni Bas-
ketball Games” find not only Central alumni 
on the court but fellow classmates, friends, 
and even relatives, who have gathered for 
the Thanksgiving Holiday, in the stands 
cheering for the alumni teams.  The event 
offers former basketball players who only 
competed in the “House of Noise” on Hos-
pital Avenue the opportunity to play in the 
‘new Central’ with its regulation-size gym 
… and what a difference! 

 Browse some of the team photos from recent years! 
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Alumni Weekend 
2018 began with a 
mass in Central’s  
All Saints Chapel 
filled to capacity! 

A Memorable Alumni Gathering 

Family togetherness brought George E. Malo-
ney, Class of 1946, to this year’s reunion!   

 

With 40 years a priest of 
the Diocese of Erie, Fr. 

Edward Walk has played 
a leadership role at  

Central for over half his 
priestly life.  

 

What a blessing for 
DCC these past  

26+ years … and  
WE THANK YOU! 

Speakers created an evening 
of hope and support for the 
role of Catholic education 
in the life of the Church! 

St. Catherine’s High School Class of 1958  
celebrated their 60th reunion! Special thanks to the Sisters of Mercy, honored guests, for 

their dedication over the years to Catholic  
education here in DuBois! 

Delicious food and great 
 camaraderie made for fun 
times … and the alumni  

evening a resounding success! 
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 Art Students Participate in “Paint the Plow” Project 
Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

“So much hard work and dedication have been put into this project! These art students 
have worked outside in almost all weather conditions … the humid heat, wind, rain, 

and freezing cold…and they even painted on picture day!   
I could not be more proud of these students!” 

                                                           Cheyenne Helman, Secondary Art Teacher  
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According to Marla Fannin, Press Officer for the PA Depart-
ment of Transportation District 2, DCC’s snow plow was 
found to be the “Fan Favorite” in the western part of Penn-
DOT District 2 (Clearfield County) and was actually the 
Overall Fan Favorite among all 16 participating schools!  In 
the judged portion of the competition, DCC won in the west-
ern part of District 2 and placed 3rd Overall. 
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FOR THE RECORD 
 

The Central Magazine routinely announces the accom-
plishments of DCC graduates via LinkedIn.  Any alum, 
parent of an alum, or family member may also submit 
information for this section by completing the ‘For the 
Record’ form or by letter (P.O. Box 567, DuBois, PA 
15801) … or by Fax (814.371.3215) … or by email 
(jtaylor@duboiscatholic.com). 

For The Record 
 

Dear Alums:  We’d like to share your news with our readers and 
update our database information.  Contact us today!   

 
Name: 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________       Class of __________ 
 
Address: 
_____________________________________________________ 
                

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________ 
 
News: 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

 
                            Forward any personal news to: 

Mrs. Joyce Taylor, Director of Communications 
DCC,  P.O. Box 567, DuBois, PA  15801 

 

Email:  jtaylor@duboiscatholic.com      814.371.3060, ext. 606  

DID YOU KNOW? 
  

Your purchases from Amazon can support  
DuBois Central Catholic when you do your shop-

ping at smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1101646  

Aaron Fitzpatrick, Class of 2003 
Named the 2018 Pennsylvania State Journalism Teacher 
of the Year by the Pennsylvania School Press Associa-
tion;  currently teaches English and journalism at Free-
dom Area High School, Freedom, PA; earned a BS in 
Education (Secondary English Major with a Minor in 
Political Science) and Masters of Education (Reading 
Specialist) both from Clarion University; membership in 
numerous professional organizations, such as the JEA, 
NSPA, PSEA, and PSPA  as well as other educational 
certifications;  he also advises the student newspaper 
(FHS),  yearbook (Shawnee), and the broadcast program 
(Bulldog Beat);  resides in Pittsburgh.  
 

Christopher Gabriel, Class of  1995 
Attorney at Cafardi Ferguson Wyrick Weis & Stolter, 
LLC, Greater Pittsburgh Area; earned his BA in history 
from Saint Vincent College, Masters in American Histo-
ry from Duquesne University, and Juris Doctor, JD Law 
from the University of Pittsburgh; these associates repre-
sent more Pennsylvania counties in labor and employ-
ment matters than any other law firm in the Common-
wealth. 
 

Rachel O’Connor, Class of  2008 
Named Assistant Athletic Director of Marketing, Promo-
tion & Sponsorship for Mercyhurst University, her alma 
mater, after spending six years in various sports positions 
at Ashland University in Ohio;  she earned a BS in 
Sports Business Management from Mercyhurst in 2012; 
she officially started her new position on August 27, 
2018. 
 

Dr. Fred Pisoni, PsyD, Class of 1967 
Clinical psychologist working with children and adults in 
a private practice in McLean, Virginia;  recently com-
pleted training to become a psychoanalyst. 
 
Denise Kosempa Retzlaff, Class of 1971 
Retired Registered Nurse; recently published a Christian 
Children’s book entitled Dynamic Inhabitants: a seed, a 
worm, an egg, a star and a rock...a Story of God’s Love 
and His Plan for Them; website pending 
(www.dynamicinhabitants.com); graciously donated a 
copy to DCC’s Elementary Library. 
 
 

Barbara Severin, Class of 1977 
Information Development Specialist for Perspecta, 
working on software development for government civil-
ian agencies; resides in Herndon, VA, where she plays 
cornet in the Herndon Regional Wind Ensemble;  earned 
BS in ceramic engineering from Alfred University; MS 
in ceramic engineering from Clemson University;  BT in 
software application from SUNY College of Technology 
at Alfred.  

20th Reunion 
55th Reunion 



Continuing the Tradition 
Legacies and families are important to DuBois Central Catholic!   

They are the sons and daughters and grandchildren of alumni.   
Below are members of the Class of 2019  

who are direct descendants of DCC graduates!  
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Sarah Fremer Anderson ‘95 & 
Sherry Anderson 2019 

Leyton Mangiantini 2019 & 
Bernie Gabriel ‘93 

Cheryl Ross McIntosh ’66, Gerald 
McIntosh ’66, Dan McIntosh ’97  & 

Tyler McIntosh 2019;  
Patricia McIntosh, SCHS ’43 (seated) 

Leslee Tubbs Park ‘85 & 
Makenzie Park 2019 

John Semancik ‘88 &  
Carley Semancik 2019 

Stanley Malewicz SCHS ‘61  
Zach Vandervort 2019 &  

Deborah Malewicz Vandervort ‘88 

George Downer ‘64, Peter Downer 2019, 
Stacey Suplizio Downer ‘88 & 
Anthony (Bubs) Suplizio ‘65 

Querino Torretti ‘66, 
Dom Torretti 2019, & 

Tony Torretti ‘97 

Shelly States Hansel ‘86 & 
Nicholas Hansel 2019 

Steve Taylor ‘66, Joyce  Bernardo Taylor ‘66,  
Justin Miknis 2019, Kimberly Taylor Miknis ‘91 

& Dan Miknis ‘91. 



      DuBois Central Catholic participated for the first time 
in this year’s National 9/11 Good Deeds Chal-
lenge.  Student organizers and event coordinator DCC 
teacher Tara Kramer pose in front of one of the banners 
created by the art department to display the students’ good 
deeds pledge cards in honor of those lost on 9/11.  Pledges 
were made by students from Kindergarten through Grade 
12!       

National 9/11 Good Deeds Challenge 
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               Check us out! 
 

Life at DCC 
www.duboiscatholic.com 

 

Student-Run News Site 
www.cardinalchatter.com 

 

www.facebook.com/DuBois Central Catholic 
 

Twitter@duboiscatholic 
 

Instagram:  dubois_central_catholic 

Central students play football for 
the Brockway Rovers!  

DCC teachers show their support! 

Jesus is  
the Reason 

for the 
Season! 

     Check out the flag made of 504 six-inch craft sticks, col-
ored by students from all grade levels at Central. DCC’s two 
art teachers spearheaded this system-wide project. The flag 
was placed in front of the altar at the Veterans Day Mass held 
in the gym on Friday, November 9. According to organizers, 
a record number of veterans attended the continental break-
fast in the cafeteria that included a Patriotic Program of Mu-
sic and Song prior to the mass. Concluding the event was the 
raising of the flag at DCC’s outdoor pole and the traditional 
21 gun salute!  

May God continue to bless America! 

DCC’s 12th Annual  
VETERANS DAY  
CELEBRATION 

 November 9, 2018! 


