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The Central Difference:  Learn Well. Live Well. Serve Well.                
     Spring/Summer 2018 

Dear Friends of Central: 

 As another year winds down, the members of the Class of 2018 have been handling out an-

nouncements, planning graduation parties, enjoying their final prom, and starting to have some fear, anxi-

ety, and most of all excitement for what the future holds.  Students in the AP courses have been taking 

their final examinations while seniors are also working on their farewell drama skit and emotionally pre-

paring for their senior walk through the halls. Middle School just released their trout, raising them from 

eggs in the classroom, and they finished another successful  Civil War Day.  Without a doubt, field trips 

on the elementary, middle, and high school levels are a fitting way to end another Central school year.     

 DCC is a vibrant place to be as I walk through the halls, enter the classrooms, and see the varied 

learning experiences our teachers provide.  Our Classrooms of the Future Initiative is moving into yet 

another phase of completion, thanks to funding from the Palumbo Charitable Trust.    

Finally, we wish God’s blessing to Mrs. Laurie Zamperini, retiring from DCC after 25 years of 

sharing her math abilities, her professionalism, and her dedication to all things Central.  And a closing 

note of thanks to Megan McKillop, Class of 2013, for ably fulfilling our part-time math teaching position 

this semester.    

 We are…Cardinal Proud!  And I am happy to echo this chant! 

           Mrs. Dawn Bressler 
               Secondary Principal                                                                                                                             



       Headmaster Gretchen Caruso and Msgr. 

Charles Kaza, DCC President, welcomed Carol 

Bernat (center) of Punxsutawney as the new princi-

pal of DuBois Central Catholic Elementary School.  

A member of Saints Cosmas & Damian Parish, 

Bernat joins Dawn Bressler, middle & high princi-

pal, on the Administrative Team, supervised by 

Kaza.  Mrs. Bernat brings a wealth of experience to 

DCC as she assumed her new role  on  January 2, 

2018.  Her credentials include a  B.S. in Elemen-

tary Education and a Master of Education (Science 

Education) from Clarion University.  She also 

holds active and valid instructional certification 

along with Pennsylvania Certification as Adminis-

trative Principal PK-12 through Slippery Rock 

University.  Bernat has taught at both the SSCD 

Elementary School and the Punxsutawney Area 

Middle School.   

BERNAT NAMED DCC’S ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 

Members of DuBois Central Catholic's Middle School 
Junior Scholastic Challenge Team are (standing l-r) Mia 
Edwards, Isaac Pifer, and Hayes Cooper; (front l-r) Ad-
visor Renee (Burley) Gressler, Neel Gupta, and Colin 
Micknis.  DCC’s team captured first place recently at the 
21st annual event, which took place in the Hiller Audito-
rium at Penn State DuBois.       

Advisor Gressler says, "It's the culmination of time spent 
out of class and during lunch cramming for the competi-
tion," adding "I am super, super proud of this team!" 

Other middle schools taking part in this year’s competi-
tion were Brockway Area, Brookville Area, Clearfield 
Area, DuBois Area, and St. Marys Area.  DCC has par-
ticipated every year in this academic event since its in-
ception. 

DCC MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM NAMED CHAMPIONS OF   
21ST ANNUAL JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC CHALLENGE 

      According to Bernat, providing a variety of opportunities to assist faculty and students to grow in 

knowledge and to capture the desire of discovery involved in life-long learning is my passion.  She adds, 

“Being here at DCC fulfills my desire to be part of an educational setting that is faith-centered as a com-

munity of believers, and I know for sure this is the place I am supposed to be in my life.”     
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ART ADVENTURES 

Art has the role in education of helping children  
become themselves instead of more like everyone else. 

 

                                                  Sydney Clemens 
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Intro to Engineering Students Build Catapults 

Introduction to Engineering is an elective for DCC upperclass-

men that takes a hands-on approach to learning.  Students  dis-

cover the difference between science and engineering and learn 

the engineering algorithm to solve problems through hands-on 

activities.  In addition, an important component of this course is 

meeting engineers in the various careers offered in this field.   

According to instructor Angela Edwards, the skills strengthened 

in this course, namely problem-solving, trouble-shooting, and an-

alytical thinking, are beneficial in daily life whatever career path 

is chosen by a student.  
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Kindergarten students take turns 
practicing their analytical skills 
using the physical puzzle pieces 
found in the Tangram Activity 

of the OSMO System on  
the iPad. 

 

DCC elementary has fourteen 

OSMO Systems, with 3 to 5 ac-

tivity sets in each:  Tangram, 

Interactive Puzzles; Words, 

Spelling Enrichment; Coding, 

Computer Science; Numbers, 

Math Enrichment;  Monster, So-

cial Interaction Skills; Pizza, 

Math Supplement; and Master 

Piece, Art Skills.  

OSMO iPAD ACTIVITIES ENHANCE  
LEARNING AT DCC ELEMENTARY  
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       Students in 4th and 5th Grade 
English at DuBois Central Catholic 
Elementary recently enjoyed an 

OREO party after completing their 
unit of study on persuasive writing, 
according to their teacher, Susie 
Maurer.  OREO is an acronym for 
opinion, reason, explanation, opin-

ion … a process that teaches the 
steps in persuasive thinking in 
preparation for their Erie Writing 
Assessment.   

        A total of 80 students took 
part in an Oreo party before Easter 

break, according to Maurer. 

Yum...Yum...OREOS! 
 



CAD Student Creates Book Stands Using DCC’s Fablicator 

 

        A CAD student of Mrs. Angela Edwards 

gladly accepted the challenge of Headmaster 

Gretchen Caruso to design and create durable book 

stands to replace the old wire frames that had been 

in use for decades in the elementary library.   Soph-

omore Bryce Micknis stands beside Joe Lesnick, 

elementary librarian, as Bryce holds two of the 

twelve colorful stands he made using DCC’s Auto-

desk Inventor, a computer-aided software design 

program. 

      According to Edwards, Micknis surveyed 

the function of the old wire frames and quickly de-

veloped his own ideas, determined to create a bet-

ter book stand … and he did!    

   Using six colors of PLA plastic filament, he proved what his instructor Edwards always 

stresses to her CAD students:  Real-life applications make the 3D printer a necessary feature in to-

day’s world.  Edwards says, “An added bonus is giving back to the school a much-needed item that 

was created in-house in a timely fashion rather than ordered from a company at a greater expense.“ 

 In the photo, third graders Gayle Bloom and Jacob Parks select a book to demonstrate the 

practicality of the new library book stands. 

                       DCC Hosts RIVERVIEW IU6 Tech Integrator Meeting 

        Tara Kramer, Director of Technology Curriculum, states, “We were honored to host this 

IU6 event and share our Classrooms of the Future Initiative with other area educators.”   

Speaking about Central’s initiative, Kelsi Wilcox Boyles of the Riverview Intermediate Unit 

said,  “This is a dynamic learning experience for students, which incorporates flexible seating 

to encourage collaboration and foster teamwork, strengthen inter-personal skills, such as 

communication and cooperation, and increase functionality of classroom space.”   

        After a brief tour of Central’s four-winged educational complex, the fellow members 

gathered in Kramer’s classroom to listen to presentations by members of the group.  At each 

of the five yearly meetings, educators share experiences from different professional seminars 

or workshops, giving all members the opportunity to learn new ideas and trends to take back 

to their respective schools.  Schools participating in this event were Clarion, Redbank, Du-

Bois, Punxsutawney, and Franklin/Oil City.  
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DCC STUDENTS EXPERIENCE THE ART OF GLASS MAKING 

      Hidden within the side streets of The Steel City is the Pittsburgh Class Center, which recently 

provided a unique hands-on adventure for 19 art students. According to Cheyenne Helman, sec-

ondary art teacher, students enjoyed a tour and demonstration of the many glass making tech-

niques employed by the center’s artisans. She adds, “And then being able to create a glass piece 

of their own design made the experience even more memorable for the students, and we all were 

so grateful that DCC’s art budget could make this field trip a reality.”  
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Coke Versus Pepsi...Students Gather 

Data in Classroom Experiment 

      Students of Mrs. Alena Park used their 

new-found knowledge of statistics to rate 

how successful their fellow classmates 

were in identifying two different soft 

drinks.    A classroom protocol was estab-

lished for the collection, analysis and inter-

pretation of the data collected.  To the sur-

prise of some, the challenge of determining 

Coke from Pepsi was harder than ex-

pected...and the statistical data collected 

was proof! 



Social Justice Class Spearheads All-School Food Drive  
for the Salvation Army 

       Building on their high school theology courses, the Social Justice Class involves a dis-
cussion of the Catholic Church’s teachings on issues that require students to clarify their 
views on pressing social matters to determine what social justice really demands of Catho-
lics.  Another component in the series is Contemporary Issues in Humanity that consists of 
guest speakers, research and on-site visits to social service agencies to learn first-hand the 
human needs in our parishes, community, nation and the world.   The third topic covered is 
Societal Issues which center on a study of the major trends in American life from 1950 to the 
present, including integration, immigration, medical advances, poverty and homelessness. 
The fourth component of the series is Life Skills that covers the basics of survival in the 
‘real world.’  Everyday tasks such as ironing, sewing, proper etiquette and other aspects of 
adult life are addressed.  By the end of the year, each graduating senior will have successful-
ly completed each nine-week topic in the required Senior Rotation Series. 
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      Headmaster Gretchen Caruso responded recently to the urgent call of  
the Salvation Army in DuBois that the agency was in immediate need of 
non-perishable food items.  DCC’s Social Justice Class volunteered to or-
ganize a school-wide collection effort that eventually netted a record re-
sponse in a short period of time.  When Lt. Ashley Luzader and Lt. Candace 
Horsman of the local Salvation Army stopped by DuBois Central Catholic 
to pick up the student donations, several students posed with the boxed 
items in the secondary foyer. 

Senior Rotation Series, Comprised of Four Components,  
Prepares Graduates for the Future 



The 2018 DuBois Central Catholic Players presented the musical The Wizard of 

Oz over two weekends in April: April 6, 7, 13, and 14 at 7 p.m. each evening and 

two matinee shows on April 8 and April 14 at 2 p.m.  The cast of high school 

and middle school students promised a lively, magical and colorful musical ad-

venture for all members of the family...and they certainly delivered to the six 

sell-out crowds!   It was OZ-SOME! 
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 Great News! 
The Central website has now added a page for 

"Alumni Class Connections."  

Check it out!   
 

    

***If your class already has a way of connect-
ing with each other online, please share the link 
and we will post it for all of your classmates. If 
your class doesn't have a way to connect, con-
sider creating one and sharing it.*** 
 

PLEASE SHARE THIS POST. 
www.duboiscatholic.com/dcc-alumni-class-

connections/ 
 

SPECIAL THANKS to...Mrs. Lisa Blasdell,  
DCC's High School Technology  
Instructor, for revamping the  

ALUMNI SECTION  
on Central's Website!  

For The Record 
 

Dear Alums:  We’d like to share your news with our readers and 
update our database information.  Contact us today!   

 
Name: 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________       Class of __________ 
 
Address: 
_____________________________________________________ 
                

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________ 
 
News: 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

 
                            Forward any personal news to: 

Mrs. Joyce Taylor, Director of Communications 
DCC,  P.O. Box 567, DuBois, PA  15801 

 

Email:  jtaylor@duboiscatholic.com      814.371.3060, ext. 606  

 

      The CCHS-DCC Alumni Association support-

ed the 2017 Black Friday Alumni Basketball Games 

and also sponsored a table at the games,  proudly 

displaying their new banner.  Local members donat-

ed several items that were chanced off at the event, 

with all proceeds being donated to DCC’s basket-

ball program.  Thanks to head boys’ coach Dom 

Varacallo, Class of 2008, and head girls’ coach Jor-

dan Hoover, Class of 2005, for organizing another 

successful celebration of Cardinal basketball.  Such  

a wonderful Central tradition begun years ago by 

former coaches continues today! 
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Attention … DCC Alumni!  
Don’t forget to update your contact 

info...and especially your email  
address to stay connected! 

http://www.duboiscatholic.com/dcc-alumni-class-connections/
http://www.duboiscatholic.com/dcc-alumni-class-connections/


Alumni News 
 

The Central Magazine is proud to announce the accomplishments of DCC graduates.  Any 
alum, parent of an alum, or family member may submit information for this section by 

completing the  ‘For the Record’ form  or by letter (P.O. Box 567, DuBois, PA 15801) … 
or by Fax (814.371.3215)… or by email (jtaylor@duboiscatholic.com). 

David A. Bruzga, Class of 1968 
Retired Director of High Schools of Howard County Public School System in MD;  currently serving as State 
& Nationally Certified School Discipline Hearing Officer. 
 

Sarah O’Connor Kepes, Class of 2002 
Proud mother of Rory Elizabeth Kepes, born May 17, 2018;  wife of Tim Kepes; resides in Pittsburgh area. 
 
Maria Hanslovan McCutchen, Class of 2007 
Proud mother of Steel Stefan McCutchen, born November 27, 2017; wife of Andrew McCutchen, formerly of 
the Pittsburgh Pirates, now playing for the San Francisco Giants. 
 

Sara McNally, Class of 2014 
Graduated from Carlow University in May, 2018, with a B.A. in English, Focus on Creative Writing;  received 
the Mother Catherine McAuley Award for Excellence in English at commencement; will pursue her Master in 
Fine Arts degree at Columbia College Chicago in the Fall of 2018. 
 

Rachel O’ Connor, Class of 2008 
Recently named Assistant Athletic Director & Senior Woman Administrator for Ashland University, a mid-
size private Division II institution in Ohio;  former Director of Sports Marketing & Promotions, she will now 
oversee the entire department, also working on strategies as an advocate for student athletes;  she earned her 
B.A. in Sports Business Administration from Mercyhurst University in 2012.  
 

Andrea Snyder, Class of 2013 
Earned a Degree in Business with a Focus in Pre-Health from Washington & Jefferson College in 2017; played 
soccer all four years, named to the PAC Team as a senior; worked at O’Bryon Eye Associates LLC for one 
year; now enrolled for the Fall semester at Salus University, optometry field, in Elkins Park, PA.  
 

Jennifer Toney, Ph.D., Class of 2002 
Earned a duel B.S. Degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education in 2006 from Gannon University;  in 
2008, earned a Masters in Education from Gannon University;  in 2017, earned a Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
in Curriculum & Instruction with a Focus on Literacy from Kent State University;  has been teaching Pre-K-5 
for 12 years and employed by the Sharpsville Area School District for the past 10 years, currently a third grade 
English/Language Arts teacher;  she also is an Adjunct Instructor at Westminster College’s Graduate School of 
Education. 
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Guest Speakers Always 

Welcome at DCC! 

Mr. James May 

Rev. Msgr. Edward M. Lohse 

Mrs. Kelly Stringer 



Annual Alumni Dinner  
 

Saturday, July 21, 2018 
 

Alumni Mass at 5 p.m. in  
the School Chapel 

 

Dinner at 6 p.m. in the Cafeteria 
 

Program & DJ to Follow 
 

All DCC alumni are invited!   
Anniversary years are  

especially encouraged to come  
and share in the festivities! 

 
For reservation information, contact Alumni Association 

President Bernie Pitrone at 814.375.0715 or  
(pitrone@comcast.net) 

or Marcia Belin Muir at 814-371-2640 
(belin210@comcast.net) 
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Life at DCC 
                   

www.duboiscatholic.com 
 

                    Student News 
                  www.cardinalchatter.com 
 

     www.facebook.com/DuBoisCentral Catholic 
 

                    twitter@duboiscatholic 
 

         Instagram    dubois_central_catholic 

  If your name does not appear correctly 
  on this mailing label, please notify the  
  Communications Office at the above address. 
  We wish to correct any errors. 
 The Central Difference:  Learn Well...Live Well...Serve Well. 

May altars, annual Festival of the 
Arts … and end-of-the-year  

school field trips! 

SIGNS OF SPRING!  


